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OCEAN REEF MARINA REDEVELOPMENT 
Grievance 

MR J. NORBERGER (Joondalup) [9.47 am]: My grievance this morning is to the Minister for Planning. 
I thank the minister for taking my grievance this morning. The minister is no doubt aware that the Ocean Reef 
marina redevelopment has been of great interest to the residents who live in proximity to the existing marina. 
Many members of my community have expressed strong support for this project and the desire for meaningful 
progress to be made to see it come to fruition. Such feedback has only intensified since the recent electoral 
boundary redistribution placed the suburbs of Mullaloo and Ocean Reef into the seat of Joondalup. It is a delight 
that I now have the opportunity to also represent suburbs with which I share a close affinity, having grown up in 
Ocean Reef and attended schools in both Mullaloo and Ocean Reef. Indeed, I can even remember discussions 
taking place about the marina redevelopment when I was a child. In total, the project has been discussed in 
various forms for over 30 years now. 
Quite significant progress has been made since 2007, with the City of Joondalup actively advancing the project 
by the development of concept plans through which to garner public feedback and support. I would like to thank 
the City of Joondalup for the ongoing efforts it is making in advancing this important project. 
I appreciate the fact that the minister is well versed with the proposed redevelopment and the aims that the 
City of Joondalup, the state government and the community are hoping to achieve. One must simply look at the 
success of Hillarys Boat Harbour to appreciate the positive impact on tourism, local business and local amenities 
that a well thought through and community-focused development can achieve for my local community. 
The proposed concept plan envisages a fantastic development, which would provide boat pens, boat storage, 
family leisure and recreational amenities, commercial and retail opportunities, short-stay accommodation, and 
residential dwellings, and, importantly, provisions for the Ocean Reef Sea Sports Club and Whitfords Volunteer 
Sea Rescue Group. I think it is worth remarking that when the City of Joondalup went out to the community for 
comment in 2009, the response rate was, quite frankly, staggering. In total, 11 728 completed surveys were 
received, with 93.9 per cent of respondents in favour of the redevelopment and 95.6 per cent supporting the 
concept plan as presented. It is therefore not surprising that since coming to Parliament in 2013, the advancement 
of the Ocean Reef marina redevelopment has been a recurring theme raised by members of my community. 
With the inclusion of Mullaloo and Ocean Reef in the electorate of Joondalup, such advocacy has only increased. 
I understand that the City of Joondalup currently has the responsibility to complete a business case and obtain 
further environmental approvals before the required metropolitan region scheme boundary amendment can be 
fully considered by the Western Australian Planning Commission.  
It is my understanding that work is continuing in this regard and that a series of further public consultations are 
likely to get underway shortly. I am excited to see such steady progress being made. Ultimately, though, there 
will come a time, hopefully in the not-too-distant future, when the further involvement of the state government 
will be required. The development of the Ocean Reef marina will be a significant project that will be beyond the 
capability of the City of Joondalup to achieve on its own. The memorandum of understanding between the 
City of Joondalup and the state government acknowledged the need for both parties to work collaboratively to 
achieve the end result. It is my desire today to not only re-emphasise the importance of this project to my 
community and the support it enjoys from it, but also seek an update from the minister on the near future of this 
project and opportunities for future support. I would like to think that once a business case is assessed as viable 
and the required planning and environmental approvals are in place, a lead agency such as LandCorp could help 
to drive this project forward. Again, I thank the minister for his time this morning and I look forward to his 
feedback on this project. 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [9.50 am]: I acknowledge the interest of the member 
for Joondalup in this proposed project and the desire of the local community for a marina and associated 
facilities to be established at Ocean Reef. I also acknowledge the member for Ocean Reef, the Minister for 
Environment, who has expressed his strong interest in this issue over the last several years. The reason for the 
interest of the member for Joondalup is, as he explained, the change in electoral boundaries. 

The City of Joondalup has promoted the concept of a marina development at the Ocean Reef Boat Harbour for 
a number of years and various concept designs have been considered by the city. I understand that a proposal, 
which is referred to as concept 7, was the subject of a financial feasibility analysis by the city in 2010, and that 
resulted in the city concluding, as I understand is stated on its website, that the proposal would generate 
a significant deficit over the course of the development and that this was considered to be an unacceptable risk. 
The city subsequently resolved to modify the concept, with a view to reducing the overall costs. The resultant 
proposal, known as concept 7.1, although occupying a similar footprint, required less capital investment and 
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proposed a lower density and intensity of development. This concept has been further refined and is known as 
concept 7.2, and I understand it is the basis for the City of Joondalup preparing a business case. 

A memorandum of understanding to facilitate the approvals process was signed by the city and the state 
government in February 2012, with the Department of Planning identified as the lead agency for the approvals 
process. On 22 April 2014, the Western Australian Planning Commission, at the City of Joondalup’s request, 
initiated a metropolitan region scheme amendment seeking to rationalise various zones and reserves to facilitate 
the redevelopment of the Ocean Reef marina. The proposed development site occupies a footprint of 
approximately 91.5 hectares, comprising a 57.88-hectare land component and a 33.61-hectare marine 
component, and includes the existing Ocean Reef Boat Harbour. The proposed MRS amendment would facilitate 
the expansion and redevelopment of the existing boat harbour to accommodate approximately 750 boat pens, 
various water-related uses, short-term accommodation, commercial uses and freehold land. The Environmental 
Protection Authority has advised that the land component of the MRS amendment does not require formal 
environmental assessment, as a negotiated planning solution is being progressed for Bush Forever site 325. 
However, the marina component of the MRS amendment is to be formally assessed and has been set at the level 
of a public environmental review. I am advised that the City of Joondalup is developing the public 
environmental review documentation and it will be submitted to the EPA shortly. The next step will be 
advertising the PER and this will occur along with the advertising of the MRS amendment, which I expect will 
occur in the next few months. The city has undertaken conceptual structure planning to support the MRS 
amendment and has undertaken a range of consultations with various state government agencies. 

The MOU between the City of Joondalup and the state government has expired and the city is seeking agreement 
to renew the MOU, as well as seeking that the government manage and potentially fund the project. On 
2 October 2015, the City of Joondalup wrote to me, as Minister for Planning, requesting that the state 
government assume the role of proponent for the Ocean Reef marina project. I advised that in the absence of 
information about a business case, land assembly and ongoing management, it was difficult for the state 
government to make an informed decision on its future involvement in the project. On 3 February 2016, the 
City of Joondalup provided documentation outlining the financial feasibility studies that it has undertaken for the 
project. These documents are currently being reviewed by the relevant state government departments. 

I note the member’s desire for the involvement of LandCorp in the Ocean Reef marina project. This would need 
to be a decision of the government of course and, in particular, the Minister for Lands. I imagine that it would 
most likely be a cabinet decision. The government would need to fully understand the costs, risk, benefits and 
time frames for the project and identify a funding source prior to committing to the project. I understand that 
LandCorp is currently working with the city to review the plans and studies—in fact, I requested the 
involvement of LandCorp in that respect—and that process is being undertaken with the intention of providing 
the government with a clear understanding of the issues that I have just mentioned. 

I encourage the City of Joondalup to continue working with the various relevant state government agencies to 
progress the MRS amendment and to complete the necessary reports so that we can be fully informed about 
making a decision about the possible future development of the Ocean Reef marina. 
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